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whom all the sons died early except Ferdinand and!
Enrique. Some years later Eleanor's brother, Richard
Cceur de Lion, married Berenguela of Navarre.

In 1179 tne five Christian kings of Spain had a
conference, in which they agreed to unite their forces
and drive Mahommedanism beyond the Straits, pro-
ceeding to fix what territory each should have; but this
dividing of their bearskin before they had killed the
bear naturally led to disputes, and the Kings of Leon
and Portugal began one war with each other, and
those of Navarre and Castille another, instead of
attacking the Infidel. When Sancho of Navarre was
wasting the lands of Cardena, the priest of the church
of San Pedro came out with the banner of the Cid,
and such was the honour in which that champion was
held that the Navarrese at once desisted from the
attack and restored the plunder. The quarrels were,
however, pacified ; and while Syd Yakoub was absent,
putting down a rising of the Almoravides in Africa, the
Castilians, under Don Martin de Pisuerga, -ArchT
bishop of Toledo, foraged Andalusia to the confines
of Algesiras, and Alfonso sent the following challenge
to the Miramamolin :

" Since thou canst not come and attack me, send
me ships and I will come and seek thee where thou
art."

The emir replied with a verse of the Koran :

" Allah, the All-powerful, hath said : c I will turn
them back by armies that they have not seen, and that
they cannot escape, and I will grind them to powder.5"

The challenge and reply were read in all the-
mosques, and the ghasoitah^ or holy war, was pro-
claimed, after which Yakoub crossed the Straits, with